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Murray Sinclair
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What's happening

“Education is what got us into this mess,
education is the key to reconciliation”

WHO WE ARE
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A Tribute to Mazina Giizhik,
His Honour, Murray Sinclair
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Honour te Senator Murray Sinclair
Alanis Obomsawin | 2021

29 min | C

As the Chair of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Senator
Murray Sinclair was a key figure in raising global awareness of the
atrocities of Canada's residential school system. With determina-...

IF THERE ARE ANY
INDIGENOUS STUDENTS,
TEACHING, ACTIVITIES, OR
HIGHLIGHTS FROM YOUR
RESPECTIVE SCHOOLS
THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO
BE INCLUDED, PLEASE
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We would like to thank the Coast Salish people, specifically the Skwxwi7mesh (Squamish) Nation and
salilwatat (Tsleil-Waututh) Nation, whose unceded traditional territory the North Vancouver School District

resides on. We value the opportunity to learn, share and grow on this traditional territory.

© Indigenous Education Flyer assembled by Brandi Price and Johanne Nielsen


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Vc1PcIDV_I
https://www.nfb.ca/film/honour-to-senator-murray-sinclair/
https://irondogbooks.com/item/ssARrWrToAY_K-FBPyIp5Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjx2zDvyzsU&t=175s
https://nctr.ca/a-tribute-to-mazina-giizhik-his-honour-murray-sinclair/
https://nctr.ca/a-tribute-to-mazina-giizhik-his-honour-murray-sinclair/
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What's happening: Busy days at
Eslha7an Learning Centre

Fire School
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Beyond Orange Shirt Day:

How educators are committed to learning

How are you
committing to
learning?

11 MAY - FEBRUARY 2025

snox“ol: an art
exhibit by Zoe
George

| Students at Mountainside Secondary visit

= snaxWat, and your class can too!
Book a guided tour at the Vancouver Maritime
Museum and see their latest exhibition from local
salil wata?+ and Skwxwu7mesh artist, Zoe George.

VANCOUVER Titled snaxwat which means ‘canoe’ in hangaminam,
MARITIME the exhibition will be displaying traditional canoes,
an MUSEUM paddles, photographs and a video on the importance

% info@vanmaritime.com of canoe culture.

Consider more spaces for learning!

Read authentic Indigenous texts!
Educators signing out the new Authentic Indigenous
Literature Resource Kits. Available now! Contact éasna?gm
lendingresources@sd44.ca to request a kit! THE CITY BEFORE THE CITY

DISCOVER MUSQUEAM'S A TAPE AND LIVING CULTURE

@ casna?am: The city before the...
Watch later Share

Watch on (BB YouTube

Musqueam cultural advisor Larry
Grant explains:
“Casna?am, the city before the city
aims at righting history’ by creating a
space for Musqueam to share their
knowledge, culture and history and to
highlight the community’s role in
shaping the City of Vancouver.”



https://vanmaritime.com/explore/exhibits/zoe-george-exhibit/
https://youtu.be/Noxg3fkZg-k?si=XgjNBlzP2b7oevtx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIa_mPHBLDg&list=PLCxECbWflh4eVCzDXqvaxnX253YX1lHEv&t=2s
https://museumofvancouver.ca/csnam-the-city-before-the-city
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Indigenous Education

Meet the Team

Laura Ellwood 0 [ 4

My name is Laura Ellwood, and | am the Youth Prégram
Teacher'Eai,EsIha7an Learning Centre. Born and raised in
North Vancouver, | graduated from Handsworth and played
rugby for the Capilano Rugby Club for 20 years. | began my
career in the District in 2008 as an Education Aide before
becoming a teacher in 2012. | graduated with my Master's in
Special Education in 2016. Since 2018, | have also served as
an assistant coach for the Carson Girls Rugby Team.

For the past seven years, | have worked collaboratively with
the North Vancouver School District and the Squamish
Nation. My class consists of Indigenous students from

across the district, ranging from grades nine to twelve. We
focus on integrating culture into all curricular areas, helping
students connect to their education.

| am passionate about supporting students in achieving
success and graduating. We meet students where they are,
recognize their individual needs, and work with community
members for a wraparound approach to education.

Our program emphasizes socio-emotional health while
creating personalized education plans for each student. |
have had the privilege of participating in various cultural

activities, from watching lacrosse games to attending
powwows. At Eslha7an, we strive to create a welcoming
classroom community where everyone feels they belong
and have a place with a dash of humour mixed in.

\ e -l 5
’__,....-
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Indigenous Education

Meet the Team

Courtney Kessel

Courtney is from the Haida and the Squamish
Nation. She was born in Alaska but resides in the
Xwemelch'stn Capilano reserve. She has worked

for the North Vancouver school district for 27

years. Courtney is currently an Indigenous
cultural worker and her main role involves going
school to school to make sure that Indigenous
history is preserved and celebrated in these
educational spaces. Courtney’s teachings come
from following protocols around education and
traditional ways of knowing. While supporting in
and out of the classroom, she mostly works with
wool weaving, drum making, medicine pouches,
and other Indigenous arts and crafts. This work is
important for the future of our munmun (children)
of our nation. i S
Courtney’s favourite moments are when she's -
with her family outdoors. Living with the land,
she’s an avid boater, fisher, crabber, and food
preserver (smoking and jarring). She’s always
happy to share these valued skills both with her “
community and in the classroom. Courtney is
looking forward to continue learning and teaching
in all areas of the school district community.

)
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Announcements

Upcoming Days of Significance of 2024

First Week of November - Treaties Recognition Week (Ontario)
o November 7 - Inuit Day

« November 8th - Indigenous Veteran's Day

« November 10th - 16th - Roc Your Mocs!

« November 16th - Louis Riel Day At
« December 21st-Indigenous Winter Solstice Who was Louis Riel?

Louis Riel Day - November 16th

Meétis Education Resources

""!"/Flupertsland

?" ’] Institute

Métis Centre of Excallence

> Celebrating Métis Week in Your Classroom

> Louis Riel, the Red River Resistance, and Beyond
> Resilience Project

“These impulsive haIf-breeds\
have got spoiled by this émeute

(uprising) and must be kept down
by a strong hand until they are
swamped by
the influx of settlers.”

Lesson slides, videos,
printables, on-screen
activities, book lists, read-
alouds, art analysis, and
much much more!

Meétis in BC
Most Métis people living in BC
represent descendants of those

with historic ties to Métis
colonies, who then settled in this

territory. -Prime Minister John A Macdonald,
As guests on the land of the Coast Salish First written in a letter on the topic of = -
Nations, all have a responsibility for respecting the Métis rebellion. (February 23

and upholding the inherent, constitutional, and 1870)
human rights, and inherent laws, legal systems,

systems of governance, and jurisdictions of

their First Nations hosts.



https://www.rupertsland.org/teaching-learning/resources/
https://kidskonnect.com/people/louis-riel/
https://app.learningbird.com/view/louisriel?l=en
https://resilienceproject.ca/pdf/Resilience_TG_ENG_2021_WEB_210826_163912.pdf
https://learningbird.com/celebrating-metis-week-in-your-classroom/
https://www.metisnation.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/riel_info-sheet.pdf
https://www.metisnation.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/riel_info-sheet.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/map-showing-m%C3%A9tis-homeland-boundaries-sparks-online-conversation-1.4928401
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/map-showing-m%C3%A9tis-homeland-boundaries-sparks-online-conversation-1.4928401
https://www.bcafn.ca/news/coast-salish-oppose-actions-bc-metis-federation-fnlc-stands-solidarity
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Inuit Day was first
celebrated on
November 7th, 2006
by the ICC ([nuit
Circumpolar
Council).

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL

® INUIT DAY

The day is intended
to celebrate the

In Canada, almost 70% of Inuit live in Inuit . o
identities, languages

Nunangut, an area encompassing Nunavut,
Nunavik (Northern Québec), Nunatsiavut & cultures Of_ OVEr
(Labrador) & Inuvialuit (in the Northwest 160 000 Inuit across
Territories), and where over 70 000 Inuit the arctic region:

speak one of five dialects of Inuktitut. Canada, Alaska,
Greenland & Russia.

Canada’s 1st o ;

Indigenous 1 % 7
Governor General, T e "/ T
Her Excellency the  ((15- fg T —

o Bundles with Knowledge Keepers.
Right Honourable s i

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2024 | 6:00-7:30 PM EST

Mary Simon . " LRI

LIVE STREAM



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYMEoFOZavs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqE-xYnUzSI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGkPacSwKDw
https://www.inuitcircumpolar.com/
https://www.inuitcircumpolar.com/
https://www.inuitcircumpolar.com/

Editorial Reflection:

Indigenous Identity _\‘NV“

;-C---->Ind|genous identity is a complex and at times political topic. From an
Indigenous perspective, many view it beyond blood quantum, rather
communities place the value the social relations with each other and
the land. When meeting new people, one of the first things an elder
might say to you, is ask you about your nation and family. It is not to
§ mean any offense, often they are just trying to find out of there is a
family connection (most Indigenous people have big families).

Understanding identity is an iterative process of continuous reflection
and growth. One’s life experience profoundly shapes their world view. 2,

Expressing positionality in the classroom opens the door for in-depth cultural
learning experience. When an Indigenous student can proudly says who they are
and where they come from, as an indigenous educator, | am able to contextualize
a bit of their background so | can find appropriate and authentic classroom
resources that will not only benefit the Indigenous student but all students.
Indigenous students want to learn about their stories, languages and culture.
Below is an except from a grade 5 student who provided the land
acknowledgment at their schools Orange Shirt Day assembly.

ol

cormn

“Hello, My name is Isla Little. | am of Mohawk and European ancestry. | am
B grateful for my Indigenous heritage and the teachings that were passed down to beans
me. Queen Mary is located on the traditional territory of the Musqueam,
Skwxwi7mesh, and Tsiel-waututh nations. | would like to express gratitude to
the Coast Salish people for taking care of the land, animals, and waters so that
we may thrive. Thank you, Nya weh, and huy chexw a.

Isla’s positionality has provided me with enough information to
further research her nation. My curiosity led me the story of the three ,l
sisters and some of the wonderful foods & knowledge that the

Haudenosaunee people have shared with the world. @

o) Bincenly, (
73 P/uce The Three

. Sisters recipe
cpna/tg,enow,s Education

C The Three
Sisters Story



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KzqMMYatc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qIYzqGFTJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WS8BcBRdATg
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/aboriginal_identity__the_classroom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdlvHTubUXA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSXL33JiKLY&t=3s
https://irondogbooks.com/item/uhkEB3h562tUw9wRwvDHMg
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Announcements

This immersive 40+ hour, in-person
program is tailored specifically for

BULINARY PATHWAYS f Métis citizens (age 15+) in the

Lower Mainland, providing essential
THE BASICS OF COOKING kitchen skills and culinary
IN-PERSON IN REGION 2 techniques. Participants will enjoy
y - hands-on experience in a
\gglebrate Métis culture and gain " commercial kitchen, learning
valuable culinary art skills! foundational culinary techniques
NS from professional chefs and
exploring Métis recipes with
guidance from cultural knowledge
carriers, all at no cost to
participants. (Yes, free!)

COURSE-DATES

January 21, 2025 - February 25, 2025
Vancouver Career College

T "\

Application Deadline: Apply by

vVCC % yﬁﬁggcgmgm December 10th .to te,e(.:ure your
spot, as space is limited and

applications are processed on
Participants will also receive: a first-come, first-served basis.
» FoodSafe Level 1 Certification
« Statement of completion from VCC
« "Kitchen Basics" micro-credential digital badge
« One-on-one employment counselling support (resume and

cover letter writing, interview prep)

Full access to VCC resources, including library and

advising support

Transit day passes for those taking transit to attend
Gifts, including kitchen supplies, chef jackets, non-slip
shoes, beanies, umbrellas, and more!


https://www.mnbc.ca/culinary-pathways
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Resource: Minecraft
Education

MINECRRIF 1
ERINroTinn

A.PRCIFIC NW COAST EXPERIENLCE

- a e
:;-_rl‘.‘l.

LEARN MORE

PIMACHIOWIN AKI

The Land That Gives Life

Explore the rich histories and
vibrant cultures of Indigenous
peoples through three immersive
Minecraft Education experiences,
created by Logics Academy.

These unique learning adventures
invite students to step into the
worlds of the Bloodvein River First
Nation, the kwikwaAam
(Kwikwetlem) First Nation, and
Michif Minecraft, a Métis inspired
world developed in partnership with
Rupertsland Institute.

Each journey offers an authentic,

interactive exploration of
Indigenous landscapes, traditions,
and heritage, fostering a deeper
understanding and appreciation of
these diverse cultures through the
power of play and creativity in
Minecraft Education.



https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/10/15/first-nation-co-develops-minecraft-educational-game?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://logicsacademy.com/learning-experience-design/?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/lessons/a-pacific-northwest-coast-experience?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/indigenous-minecraft-game-kwikwetlem-1.7038506?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/lessons/pimachiowin-aki-the-land-that-gives-life?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/10/15/first-nation-co-develops-minecraft-educational-game?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
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Resource: Their
- Voices Will Guide Us

The National Inquiry’s Final Report includes 231 calls to action.
Answer the call: Calls for Educators: 11.1

We call upon all elementary, secondary, and post-secondary institutions and education authorities to
educate and provide awareness to the public about missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls,
and 2SLGBTQQIA people, and about the issues and root causes of violence they experience.

All curriculum development and programming should be done in partnership with Indigenous Peoples,
especially Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people.

Such education and awareness must include historical and current truths about the genocide against
Indigenous Peoples through state laws, policies, and colonial practices.

It should include, but not be limited to, teaching Indigenous history, law, and practices from Indigenous
perspectives and the use of Their Voices Will Guide Us (Resource for K-12) with children and youth.

Their Voices

les femmes et les filles .|ut-:rh|::-nr'.
disparues et assassinées

STUDENT AND YOUTH ENGAGEMENT GUIDE

The Resource Their Voices Will Guide Us includes books lists, lesson ideas
and themes to explore - such as these examples for younger years

. importance of family and community role of men and boys in family and in the

. : : community
 kinship names in Indigenous languages - : : :
; ) role of two-spirit people in family and in the
especially for women and girls )
: community
e interconnectedness ) : .
N e impacts of devaluation of women, girls and
o identity :
children

 respect for self and others
« role of women and girls in family and in
the community

safety of girls
seven generation teaching
e seven sacred teachings


https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NIMMIWG-THEIR-VOICES-WILL-GUIDE-US.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NIMMIWG-THEIR-VOICES-WILL-GUIDE-US.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Calls_for_Justice.pdf
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Resources:
Kwakwaka'wakw/Ligwilda'xw

Did you know that there are 203 Indigenous communities in
British Columbia. Itis impossible to know each one of these
communities, even from an Indigenous perspective. | can see
how it can be challenging for many trying to find credible
sources to support personal and classroom learning. | have
compiled a short list of books, films, links and generic
information on one of BC coastal nation. For access to
authentic Kwakwaka’wakw & Ligwilda'xw K-12+ Resources

please follow this_link. . .
/ﬁ)mcw/g, 5. Price

Pasa (@etlatch)
To qive dutmg

,ﬁ\\g ceremony,
chiefs would Share

“heir fomily's 'hlf:f’of\f’.

were bonned by Hhe ‘

Conodion government \What i o Pollatch ceremeny”

Betueen \B85 ona 1951 | Tritlatch ceremonies are o
Aroditional gathering held by

mary Firet Nations groups z
For the Hwakwaka " wa ke their hishry alive '“‘muﬂh

| pecyle, the. potlateh is used Ahe witressing and oral
event of — — IS netelli ing of tultural and
= . Spiritual practices. These
v hmni cerermnle:& are o

ﬁuylﬁ;me ond to Weep |

— FREE Books To

Sherwood Park Elementary Library Bulletin Board, June 2024



https://www.canva.com/design/DAGG0qqN_l4/MMEByEhbkmRSRIQI2JcDMw/edit?utm_content=DAGG0qqN_l4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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Resource; Can Core Film Collection

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Fully bilingual streaming platform
Create and save playlists for teaching and student use
NEW content added weekly

Can-Core can be accessed on the school internet simply by
going to can-core.ca.
Can-Core can be accessed from home by logging in with the
following shared account:
User Name: sd44guest Password: LionsGate

Additional help resources are available here:
Help - Canadian Core Curriculum On-Demand - www.can-core.ca

Protocols for Song Sharing
When it comes to sharing songs that belong to Indigenous peoples, they must follow sharing
protocol. It's our responsibility to say the following information very clearly before sharing
Indigenous songs:

o Who composed the song?

» Who/which family does the song belong to, including their Nation?

« Do you have permissions for sharing in their song? Who gave you permission?

» Context for singing this song - the song's history or story is explained

o Are the circumstances for bringing out the specific song met? (ex. family and/or elders  Prayer Song

present, honorariums, etc)

Terminology matters: Gifted vs. Shared

The word ‘gifted’ implies an exchange of The word ‘shared’ is more appropriate in the
ownership. To be gifted a song implies that case of Chief Dan George’s Prayer Song.

you are now the rights holders to the song and  This song’s use and protection does and will
are in charge of it's use and protection. continue to reside with the George Family.
Typically, this honour is reserved for family

members of the composer. We are grateful to the George Family, as they

share The Prayer Song with us.

Changing/Altering the song

Making changes or altering an Indigenous song without consent is a form of cultural
appropriation. Songs reflect a part of Indigenous oral history. We know who we are because
our history and culture is passed down exactly as it always has for generations.



https://www.can-core.ca/BC/core-home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLghuvdIULI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fShq9pRgrzg

